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M.I.A.S - Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

SCIENTIFIC FRAMEWORK

IMéRA, the new Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies, seeks to contribute to the construction of new inter-disciplinary connections opened by changes in the world and in scientific knowledge. Located in Marseille, it provides a physical location and context for the questions raised by its Residents and Members, and the region’s research teams.

In the recent past, each of our disciplines has, each in its own way, become increasingly receptive to the factors of uncertainty, unpredictability and instability inherent to complex phenomena. They have also expanded the range of methods for processing information and large data sets though a variety of mediations (including phenomena which cannot be observed directly, or is invisible, or even identified through simulation only).

Above all, complexity involves critical transitions and system crises, hence the choice of the general theme selected by IMéRA’s promoters more than a year ago to launch its programme: the question of crises.

But studying the theme of crises in a variety of forms and in greater depth leads to the uncovering of connected themes: first of all, that of the blindness resulting either from too much uncertainty or from over emphasis of desired outcomes; that of the role of errors when they bring about revisions or awareness of limitations; that, also, of the problem of regulation: is it possible to reduce the probability of crisis in the system without eliminating instabilities that generate fruitful discoveries?

Whatever the answers, IMéRA has chosen to commence its activities, inspired by the un-rest and un-certainty informing research carried out within and into a world where crisis is no longer seen as an ephemeral phenomenon, but as a permanent state.

This human condition of the sciences, seen here in a “time of crisis,” requires a confrontation between the modes used to explore these critical states—in sciences and equally in the arts and humanities. The outcome will be a space bounded on one side by the limitations of our anticipations in uncertain situations and on the other by the use of researchers’ critical judgments, which classify and discriminate (providing a reminder of the Greek verb from which the word “crisis” is derived). Identifying those limits and actuating this critical examination should, in the complex context of these instabilities, provide new reference points.

IMéRA ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation will begin in May 2009 in facilities outside IMéRA (lodging and work space) pending completion of the construction work on the  IMéRA site scheduled for completion in September 2011. Locations in Marseille and Aix en Provence are available.

IMéRA residence proposals are open to researchers of all origins in terms of nationality and disciplines prepared to contribute to collective work on new cross-field issues, notably interfaces between social and formal/experimental sciences. The Arts and humanities are included.
Researchers and academics may apply for any residence of their choice, whatever their status and home institution.

Call for applications is permanent, as the short-listing committee responsible for approving applications meets at the end of each quarter. A shortlist is established four times a year and submitted to the International Scientific Board for final acceptance. 

The next deadline is march 31 2009

Four types of Residencies are offered:

1. One person – Academic / Short- or medium-term duration (“Fellow”)
2. One person – Academic / Long-term duration (“Senior Fellow”)
3. One person – Non academic (“Fellow” and “Senior Fellow”)

4. Junior Teams (“Junior fellows”)
1.
ONE PERSON SHORT- OR MEDIUM-TERM DURATION – “Fellow”

(1 to 4 months)

This residence scheme (1 to 4 months at IMéRA) is for confirmed researchers and lecturers (tenured, and the  advanced degree of PhD).

Conditions:

1. Carry out research work in connection with an Aix-Marseille University laboratory;

2. Fit in with the priority issues of collective work (cf. research framework in introduction);

3. Write a summary document on the ongoing research project (publishable by IMéRA on approval of the Scientific Board) during the residence;

4. Take part in IMéRA’s research activities.

Offer:

IMéRA will defray the cost of travel, accommodation and living expenses.

The possibility of paying a salary or fixed indemnity will be studied on a case-by case basis according to candidate’s status.

2.
ONE PERSON LONG-TERM DURATION – “Senior Fellow”

(3 quarters in succession or over 3 successive years)

This residence scheme is for senior, top-level researchers and lecturers who can take advantage of several months’ available time and spend either one full year or several months in consecutive years at IMéRA, depending on their availability, thus contributing to the Institute’s collective work.

IMéRA will release a “publication-profile” of each guest researcher highlighting their life and scientific record, as well as their contribution to the field and vision of its future (content will be drafted in close collaboration with researcher).

The guest researcher will also have the opportunity to organize a Junior Team workshop at IMéRA (in connection with a Type-4 residence scheme).

Conditions:

1. Complete a research project at IMéRA (or a synopsis of research already carried out), opening avenues of research for the future;

2. Fit in with the priority issues of collective work (cf. research framework in introduction);

3. Take part in IMéRA’s research activities.

Offer:

IMéRA will defray the cost of travel, accommodation and living expenses.

The possibility of paying a salary or fixed indemnity will be studied on a case-by case basis according to candidate status.

3.
ONE PERSON NON ACADEMIC – “Fellow” and “Senior Fellow”
IMéRA is open to any person who, though not belonging to a university or research institute—freelance or non-tenured researcher, post-doc, artist, writer, etc.—is interested in its approach and wishes to be part of it. Any such person can submit an accommodation application for the duration of their choice (short-, medium- or long-term duration).

In the case of a long-term duration, the Senior Fellow will have the opportunity to organize a Junior Team workshop at IMéRA.

Conditions:

1. Propose an innovative research or creation project;

2. Fit in with the priority issues of collective work (cf. research framework in introduction);

3. Take part in IMéRA’s research activities.

Objectives:

· Foster guest integration into the academic environment;

· Provide them with support thanks to local instruments, experience and facilities;

· Help them to find outlets for their work.

Offer: IMéRA will defray the cost of travel, accommodation and living expenses.

The possibility of paying a salary or fixed indemnity will be studied on a case-by case basis according to candidate status.

4.
JUNIOR TEAMS – “Junior Fellows”

(1 to 4 weeks)

This residence scheme is specially aimed at junior teams of recently-appointed researchers or lecturers (may include one or two post-docs).
Application must be submitted by the Team Coordinator with the agreement of his/her home institution ; the Coordinator must propose a “Supervisor” scientist (Fellow or Senior Fellow) who will be invited as a guest at IMéRA during the Team’s residence.

The aim of this short residence scheme, where Junior Fellows are under the guidance of the “Supervisor” as well as active IMéRA Members who will connect the Team with the region’s / local laboratories, is twofold:

· Foster the implementation of permanent junior teams;

· Design and submit bids to ANR or ESF-type (French National Research Agency / European Science Foundation) calls for tenders.

Conditions:

1. Only international and cross-disciplinary teams of 3 to 6 persons can qualify for application;

2. The Team project must fit in with the priority issues of collective work (cf. research framework in introduction).

Offer : IMéRA will defray the cost of travel, accommodation and various living expenses for the Junior Team and its “Supervisor.”

GENERAL NOTICE
Application requests should preferably be in French or English, but all major languages will be accepted.

They must include:

· One-person accommodation:

· Individual “Researchers” or “Artists & Writers” application form (to be downloaded);

· CV with list of publications and/or exhibitions or creations;

· Research or creation project (5 pages max.);

· At least one letter of reference from a recognized scholar or artist (except for “Senior Fellows”), preferably someone from the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region.
· Junior Team accommodation:

· Team application form (to be downloaded);

· Separate application forms for each Team member and Team Supervisor (to be downloaded);

· Team members’ and Supervisor’s CVs including lists of publications;

· Team research project (5 pages max.);

· At least one letter of reference from a recognized scholar.
Application requests must be sent by e-mail and/or mail to the executive director :
Emmanuel Girard-Reydet
IMéRA
2, place Le Verrier
13004 MARSEILLE

contact@imera.fr

Tél :  0033 (0)4 86 67 21 08 
Fax : 0033 (0)4 86 67 21 09
